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The Skipper
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I am now at the mid-point of my year as Captain but it has been so busy and enjoyable that time has flown by and it feels as though my Drive-in was only a couple of weeks ago. I am pleased to have this opportunity to thank all our staff for their support and to say how much I appreciate the good wishes and encouragement I receive every time I am at the Club.  

This time last year our Hon. Treasurer described several measures which Council were introducing to address the threat of increasing costs and potential loss of income if Club membership were to decline during the winter months. We are now experiencing the benefits of this foresight as our membership has continued to grow as the economic climate has deteriorated. Council are not complacent, however, and our Finance Committee and Club Management continue to be vigilant and pro-active in their efforts to maintain our current stable financial status. 


                             Dave Towell     Captain 2009
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  Your Handicap matters !

a little bite on the side ……….

A big Lee Park welcome to our new caterer Brian  Snagg, his wife Carole and their staff. Brian took over the catering and bar franchise at Lee Park on Thursday 30th July 2009, and they were certainly thrown in at the deep end.   In his first month Brian, Chef David, and the staff catered for 16 events, and I am sure everyone who attended any of these events or functions will have been impressed with the high standard set.

On 22nd August 2009 Brian and his team organised a BBQ for 84 members and their guests.  What a great night it proved to be, the weather was kind to us, and the meal was excellent.  Micky Finn a great Liverpool Comedian kept us entertained and Peter Barrett  more commonly known as “The Lee Park Voice “ was responsible for the karaoke and the disco music, which had us all up dancing.  This really was an excellent night out and I hope that future forthcoming events will be as enjoyable and as well supported.

Forthcoming events will include :-

Legends Evening
                    Monday
                 5th October 2009

The Annual Dinner                    Wednesday                   7th October 2009

100 Club                                    Saturday    
                17th October 2009

Ladies’ Captains Dinner            Saturday   
                21st November 2009

100 Club                                    Saturday    
                19th December 2009

You will also find stands advertising forthcoming events situated on the tables in the spike bar, so keep your eyes on these dates and come along and enjoy some great club functions.  If anyone has any ideas for social evenings we could organise please jot them down and leave them in the office for the attention of the Social & Catering Committee.

Val Graham – Chair Catering & Social







From the treasurer

As I informed you in the last January Newsletter, our Club started this year in its healthiest financial position for a few years. This was achieved following the sale of one of the cottages in 2008 and the required tight 2008 budget controls previously  imposed by the Finance Committee on all the related spending committees. 

As you can see from the attached cash flow spreadsheet for 2009, we started with a bank balance in a credit position of  £9,179, together with a significantly reduced £20k of unpaid bills. 

As we had forecast, the credit crunch hit the club’s finances hard due to the severe downturn in club membership at the beginning of the year. This loss of members equated to a reduced income stream of £40k. We put in place immediate actions to curb expenditures in order to balance the books.

Our membership profile is now healthy again at the moment, due to the successful early year advertising campaign and increased enquiries from the redesigned Club website. 

My thanks go to our Membership Chairman, David Globe, for prompt interviewing of all new candidates. Also to my hard working Finance committee who meet regularly, investigate and analyse the Club’s accounts and ensure they are maintained in a healthy end year position.

Many of you will not be aware that we have just sold the second cottage at a price of £115k. In today’s climate, this was higher than expected by our Valuer. 

£88k has already been banked with the remaining £25k due shortly from our solicitor. These additional funds will not be squandered and will allow us to take the following actions:-

· £25k has been immediately offset against our existing loan account

· £50k has been ring fenced as an emergency fighting fund.

· £10k will be retained to pay for Capital Gains Tax in 2010.

The remaining £30k has been assigned to complete the following projects which have now been approved in principle:-

· Immediate purchase of Turf Iron machine to improve green speed.

· Upgrade of the entrance foyer, changes to the Mixed Lounge and installment of electric showers.

Our end year current account balance is now forecast in credit at £ 25k and the loan account is now projected at £ 154k owing.

The Finance committee are presently developing plans for the 2010 budget to ensure the Club remains in a stable position and income meets expenditures. Subscription increases for next year will be kept to the minimum required. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Ray Townsend -- Hon. Treasurer





In  August we introduced golf vouchers to replace bar credits following requests from members. This has proved quite popular and the Committee plan to review the whole issue of Competition prizes and make more adjustments in line with competitors wishes. If you have any views, please let us know.





Finals day was a great success, all the seven finals were played. Congratulations to all those taking part, winners, runners up, referees, members and guests, who walked the course. This helped to make it a special day. A buffet lunch and presentation of trophies was held in the main dining room, The Captain doing the honours !





Arrangements are now being made for the Winter League which commences on 25th October. This year, the entrance fee will include a free ticket to the Presentation Night to be held on Saturday 5th December. This night will include a meal and entertainment. Sign up early to avoid missing out.


The comments received from members and guests about the organisation of the Invitation Day on 2nd August have been noted by the Committee and will be addressed for future events.





Eddie Jennings – Chairman of Handicap














Occasional Mutterings





Lee Park Golf Club
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Green grow the grasses oh !!!!!!!











The course this year has again been in excellent condition due to the effort and teamwork put in by the greenstaff .  The weather so far has been good for grass growing and the greens in particular have been excellent.





In the spring we procured the services of Alistair Beggs, an agronomist from the STRI, to give us advice on course conditioning and general agronomic matters. A maintenance programme was planned for the course and the greens in particular were earmarked for improvement.  Our greens consist mainly of annual meadow grass on the front nine with more desirable bent grasses on the back nine.  Regular cutting with the triple mowers through the summer months puts excess stress on the turf and influences the grass species that colonise. Over time meadow grass becomes more dominant and the turf more vulnerable to disease and weakness. 





The plan over the next few years is to improve the mixture of grasses on the greens to a more even distribution of annual meadow and bent species. Regular aeration and top dressing will also be carried out. Four greens have been identified to regularly test the surface for speed and roll by using a stimp meter and subsequent  measurements have shown a big improvement.  We will be following the plan laid down by the agronomist on all aspects of the course and we are certain that favourable results will be achieved in the longer term. 





An important element in the maintenance of the fairways is the regular heavy duty vertidraining which was carried out in the spring and will again be completed in the autumn. This action reduces compaction and improves drainage particularly prior to the onset of winter.





Plans for the coming winter include the construction of a small green at the rear of the 10th green to allow play from the tee in the woods and allow the existing 10th hole to be rested during the worst of the winter weather. Our plans to provide a full size green  (10A) have not come to fruition due to a lack of funding and an interest free loan from the R & A was recently turned down. We also plan to continue our drainage programme by improving the 7th, 8th and 9th areas. Pathways will also be improved in a number of areas around the course by creating new and lengthening existing paths. The ongoing plan to remove many of the Manchester poplar trees around the course will also be continued.  We are currently planning to purchase a turf iron unit to improve the speed, smoothness and firmness of the greens. As part of the rolling machine replacement programme a new greens mower is also planned to replace the existing ageing unit. A number of machines are currently being assessed. 





Our plans for the immediate future will obviously depend on the availability of funding. This year has been a difficult time for finances and the club has had to make many cutbacks and savings in order to achieve its financial objectives. One of these savings was achieved by eliminating the payment for weekend overtime working for the greenstaff who have been taking time off in lieu during the week.


The resulting manpower reduction  has proved to be difficult to maintain during the summer months and all credit must be given to the greenstaff (as well as all the staff at the club) in maintaining the course and other club activities to its high level of consistent quality.    





This year saw changes in the make up of the Green Committee with the retirement of the Chairman John Hughes who gave many valuable years of service on the committee.  Irving Glassman is the new Chairman and the other members are, Jack Talbot, Tom Trafford, Tom Devine, Graham Burgess and Mike O’Brien together with the Head Greenkeeper Trevor Clark and his Deputy Jon McMullen.   





If you have any concerns or suggestions please feel free to contact us.     





Irving Glassman -- Chairman Green Committee
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